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JUDICIAL COUNCIL MEETS

of the COURT
Friends

Judicial Council Officers and Board members that served during the 2006-2007 term: (seated:
left to right) Judge Rice Van Ausdall, Judge Lance Hanshaw, Judge Alan Epley. (Standing: left
to right) Judge Vann Smith, Judge Ellen Brantley, Judge Jim Spears, Judge Don Glover, J.D.
Gingerich, Judge Kim Smith, Judge Carol Anthony, Judge John Fogleman and Judge Joe
Griffin. (Not pictured, Judge John Pittman.)

The Arkansas Judicial Council
met in Fort Smith in October for
their annual fall meeting.  New
officers for the 2007-2008 terms
are: Hon. Rice Van Ausdall-Pres.,
Hon. Kim Smith-Immediate Past
President, Hon. John Dan Kemp-
Pres. Elect, and J.D. Gingerich-
Secretary/Treasurer.  

Board members are: Hon. Alan
Epley, Hon. Carol Anthony, Hon.
Vann Smith, Hon. Mark Lindsay,
Hon. Annabelle Imber, Hon. Joe
Griffin, Hon. John Fogleman,

Hon. Lance Hanshaw, and Hon.
John Homer Wright.  

Hon. Ralph Wilson received the
“Community Service Award”.  The
award is presented each year to a
judge that is chosen by his/her
peers for off the bench activities in
service to the community.  

Judge Wilson has served as
President of Osceola Chamber of
Commerce, President of Osceola
Kiwanis Club, and on the Osceola
School Board.  He has been a
Cubmaster in Osceola, and has

been a member of the Arkansas
Natural Heritage Commission.
For Kiwanis, he also is Past
President of Kiwanis International
Foundation and has held the posi-
tion of MO-Ark District Governor.

Judge Wilson has been a circuit
judge for the 2nd Circuit, which
includes six counties and nine
courthouses, since 1989.  

Judge Ralph Wilson receives the
“Community Service Award” from Judicial
Council Pres. Kim Smith.

Supreme Court Historical
Society Holds

Annual Conference

(see Historical Society next page)

The Arkansas Supreme Court
Historical Society held their 2007
Annual Conference at the Justice
Building in Little Rock on October
5th.  Presentation topics at the day
long conference included the
courthouse as a symbol of justice,



current trends in courthouse
design, courtroom technology, the
courthouses of Arkansas, court-
house accessibility, and courthouse
design and financing. 

In conjunction with the
Conference, an exhibit featuring
photos and historical information
about Arkansas’ courthouses is now
on display at the Justice Building.
In addition to the courthouses
exhibit, portraits of former
Supreme Court Justices have now
been hung in the halls of the
Justice Building for public display. 

L. Scott Stafford has served as
President of the Supreme Court
Historical Society this past year.
Circuit Judge Jim Spears-12th
Judicial Circuit has been chosen as
President for the coming year and
Jackie Wright Walker is the new
Vice President.  Rod Miller is the
Secretary-Treasurer. 

Historical Society (continued)

Attorney John Gill (left), co-author of On
the Courthouse Square in Arkansas, who
gave a presentation on “The Courthouses of
Arkansas” is pictured with Judge Jim Spears,
12th Judicial Circuit, incoming President of
the Supreme Court Historical Society. 

ADOPTION DAY!

Judge Joyce Warren, 6th Judicial
Circuit presided over a “birthday
celebration” at the Pulaski County
Juvenile Justice Complex on
November 14th.  November is
National Adoption Day and Judge
Warren expanded five adoption
families with a total of eight
children.

There were 330 balloons at the
ceremony representing every child
in the process of being adopted or
those who are still waiting for an
adoptive home in Pulaski County.

At the ceremony, Judge Warren
stated, “One of my favorite parts of
my job is when I get to participate
in and witness the creation of a
new family … an adoptive family.
I see the same pride, joy, sense of
hope and possibility in the eyes of

adoptive parents as I experienced
when I gave birth to my own
children.” 

Pat Page, the Director of DHS’
Division of Children and Family
Services also attended the celebra-
tion.  She thanked DHS partners
in the adoption process; CASA, the
Administrative Office of the
Courts, and the newest partner,
C.A.L.L.  (Children of Arkansas
Loved for a Lifetime).  Page told
the group gathered on the 14th
that “In Arkansas, we place nearly
350 children in adoptive homes
each year, but unfortunately there
are many more that need forever
families.  In Pulaski County alone,
there are 178 children of all ages
looking for that place to call
home.”

Bureau of Justice Statistics Issues Report on 18-Year Data

The Bureau of Justice Statistics
issued a report in October on
“State Court Organization, 1987-
2004”.  Data collected during that
18 year period indicated interesting
trends. 

• Over the 18-year period, total
non-traffic case filings in state
appellate and trial courts increased
by almost 45%, from approximate-
ly 31.3 million in 1987 to 45.2
million in 2004.

• Increasing difficulties with
obtaining qualified jury pools have

resulted in changes in state court
regulations.  During the 18 year
period, the number of states allow-
ing jury duty exemptions for pro-
fessional, clerical, or governmental
reasons decreased by 12.

• Special jurisdiction or prob-
lem-solving courts, such as drug,
family, mental health, and domes-
tic violence courts, became more
common over the period.

• During the time frame of
1987-2004, an increased number

(see Data next page)

Judge Joyce Warren (left)
speaks to those gathered for
the Adoption Day ceremony.
(right): Director of DHS’
Division of Children and
Family Services, Pat Page.



of states used judicial nominating
committees, or “merit selection,” to
select judges.  By 2004, 36 states
had incorporated judicial nominat-
ing committees into the judicial
selection process.

Circuit Clerks Receive Recognition

On Friday, November 2, the
Administrative Office of the
Courts hosted a Jury Fiesta at the
Association of Arkansas Counties
in Little Rock.  There were approx-
imately 100 people in attendance.
The statewide event included
Circuit Clerks and their deputy
clerks representing over 40 court-
houses.   

The Jury Fiesta event was held
to recognize circuit clerks’ involve-
ment in establishing a uniform jury
summoning process and to recog-
nize individual Circuit Clerks for
their dedicated service in effectively
automating circuit court jury lists. 

Arkansas Supreme Court Chief
Justice Jim Hannah was in atten-
dance to present certificates of
achievement.  Chief Justice
Hannah thanked the attendees for
their hard work and support of
court technology. 

The Administrative Office of the
Courts offers a jury software pro-
gram at no licensing charge to the
circuit courts. The juror software
was developed by ACS, Inc. and is
in use by over 40 locations.
Throughout 2007, specific jury

projects and program goals have
been  developed to respond to the
problems and needs identified by
the Circuit Judges and Circuit
Clerks. 

Yet to be addressed is the lack of
an Arkansas specific jury service
web-site.  A demonstration by ACS
staff members Steve Andews, ACS
Project Manager, and Sheila Gill,
Technical Analysis, served as the
kick-off to the process of designing
the appearance and performance
criteria of the proposed juror web-
site.  An overview of the ACS
eJuror Module covering the back-
ground, basic functions, and suc-
cess stories was given along with an
overview of the eJuror development
cycle.  

The first week in March has
been set as the time for the clerks’
first joint application development
session.   The Circuit Clerks will
be involved in the delineation of
the circuit court needs, identifica-
tion of the kind of information
potential jurors need to view, and
outlining the desired functionality
of the proposed website.

Pike County Clerks receive certificates from Chief Justice Jim Hannah. (left to right): Beckie
Alden, Deputy Circuit Clerk, Chief Justice Hannah, Circuit Clerk Donna White, and County
Clerk Sandy Cambell.

Data (continued)

Arkansas Judge
Publishes Book

Retired Circuit Judge Lawrence
Dawson has recently published a
book on his life, entitled Fifty Years
as a Judge and Counting. In the
Forward to the book, Judge
Dawson states that after reducing
the number of cases of assignment
that he was taking, he was left with
time to devote to writing a book
about his personal and professional
life.  The book has two parts; Part
I being his life prior to becoming a
chancery judge, and Part II is
about his life after he took the
bench.  On the cover of the book,
it states “A must read for the prac-
ticing attorney - An interesting
read for all laymen.”



February
District & City Court Clerks 15
Certification (2nd and 4th Districts)

(Hot Springs)

District Court Officers        21-22
(Hot Springs)

March
Trial Court Assistants Conf. 6-7
(Hot Springs)

April
District Judges Spring 24-25
College/District Court Clerks

Annual Mtg. (Little Rock)

June
Spring Judicial College/ 11-13
Judicial Council Mtg.

(Hot Springs)

District Court Clerks
Rector
Starr Boyd
replaces Laura Foster.

City Clerks
Mayflower
Betty Vanbuskirk
replaces Carolyn Cummings.

New faces in the Judiciary
CALENDAR

Friends of the Court
Administrative Office of the Courts
Justice Building/625 Marshall
Little Rock, AR 72201

Friends of the Court
is a 

bi-monthly publication by 
the Arkansas Administrative

Office of the Courts.
Contributions, 

comments, and inquiries
are welcome.  

Please submit to
Friends  of the Court, 

A.O.C., Justice Building,
625 Marshall, 

Little Rock, AR 72201.  
Tel. (501) 682-9400.  

Karolyn Bond, Editor.

Court Reporters
14th (Webb) - Ralenn McBee
replaces Karen Shelton.

4th (Storey) - Amy Pense
replaces Ken Dover.

Trial Court Assistants
6th (Fox) - Julie Moory
replaces Trudy Jacobson.

12th (Cox) - Kim Dodson
replaces Ramona Stokes.

Happy Holidays!
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